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Resources NOTES

Resource materials available online Located at
Accommodation Resources https://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/accommodations/
ég;gjg;f District and Campus Coordinator http://txetests.com/dccr/
LPAC Resources http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/ell/lpac/
online testing technology http://TexasAssessment.com/administrators/technology/
STAAR Released Test Questions http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/STAAR_Released_
Test_Questions/
STAAR Resources http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/staar/
Student Assessment Division http://tea.texas.gov/student.assessment/
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NOTES Purpose of This Guide

This guide is provided to familiarize educators with features and supports that make the
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR®) accessible to all students.
General information outlining the updated accommodation policy is available in this

ww guide. In addition, specific examples of the online features and supports offered on
—X- STAAR are provided. All information in this guide, as well as additional resources about

Accommodation accessibility on STAAR, can be accessed online through the link in the NOTES column
Resources on this page.

Icons
The icon shown below is used throughout the guide. This icon is located in the NOTES
column.
This icon indicates additional information that is available online. The text
ww . . s .
- located below the icon links to specific online resources.
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Understanding STAAR Accessibility

The goal of STAAR accessibility is to ensure that each student can interact appropriately
with the content, presentation, and response modes of the state assessment. In order to
meet this goal, the STAAR accessibility features and designated supports are designed
to allow all test takers to demonstrate their knowledge of the content being tested without
the format of the assessment, the non-tested language, or the type of response needed
to answer the questions being barriers. The various features and designated supports
made available on STAAR paper and online tests are also designed to be the same or
similar to those accommodations commonly used during classroom instruction.

STAAR is available on paper and online as indicated for the grades and subjects listed
below.

Program Subject Paper Available Online Available
STAAR 3-EOC all N N
STAAR Spanish 3-5 all N, N
STAAR Alternate 2 3-EOC all N

Accessibility within the STAAR Program

For STAAR and STAAR Spanish, accessibility falls into three categories: accessibility
features, locally-approved designated supports, and designated supports requiring TEA
approval. It is important to refer to the individual policy documents on the Accommodation
Resources website for comprehensive information about the procedures and materials
within each of these categories.

Accessibility Features

Accessibility features may be provided to students based on their needs. In general, these
procedures and materials are available to any student who regularly benefits from their use
during instruction; however, a student cannot be required to use them during testing.
Coordinators are responsible for ensuring that test administrators understand the proper
implementation of these procedures and use of these materials. In some cases, a student
may need to complete the test in a separate setting in order to eliminate distractions to
other students and to ensure that the security and confidentiality of the test are maintained.

Locally-Approved Designated Supports

Locally-approved designated supports include accommodations that may be made
available to students who meet eligibility criteria. The decision should be based on the
eligibility criterion and aimed at addressing a student’s consistent academic struggle in a
specific area even after intensive instruction and remediation. The appropriate team of
people at the campus level determines eligibility as indicated in each policy document.
The decision to use a designated support during a state assessment should be made on
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Accommodation
Resources

an individual student basis and take into consideration the needs of the student and
whether the student routinely receives the support during classroom instruction and
classroom testing. This does not mean that the support must be used every day during
instruction. Routine accommodation, or designated support use, as defined by the Texas
Education Agency (TEA), means that the student has used the support often enough
during classroom instruction and testing that he or she is able to use it independently
during the state assessment. (Independent use is applicable to some designated
supports [e.g., calculation aids] but not to others [e.g., oral administration].) In addition,
the support has been proven to be effective in meeting the student’s specific needs, as
evidenced by student scores or teacher observations with and without support use.

Designated Supports Requiring TEA Approval

These designated supports require the submission of an Accommodation Request Form to
TEA. The appropriate team of people at the campus level as indicated in each policy
document determines whether the student meets all of the specific eligibility criteria and, if
so, submits an Accommodation Request Form to TEA. Accommodation Request Forms
must be received by TEA according to the posted deadlines. Late requests will NOT be
processed unless circumstances involving the student change after the deadline (e.g.,
newly enrolled student, medical emergency, updated admission, review, and dismissal
[ARD] committee decisions). The request must be approved by TEA before a student can
use the designated support on the state assessment. This type of support must be
documented in the student’s paperwork as “pending TEA approval.” In the event that a
request is denied, the campus should be prepared to meet the student’s needs with
accessibility features or any of the locally-approved designated supports.

These features and supports are intended to make STAAR accessible to students for
a variety of reasons. A student may take STAAR online for one subject and on paper for
another, depending on appropriateness and/or accessibility. Accessibility features,
locally-approved designated supports, and designated supports requiring TEA approval
are available on paper and online as indicated on the next page. It is important to refer to
the individual policy documents on the Accommodation Resources webpage for the
applicable grade levels, subjects, and eligibility criteria.
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Paper Online NOTES
Accessibility Features
Amplification Devices Vv Vv
Bilingual Dictionary vV Vv ww
Color Overlay/Color Setting v v =W
General Reminders to Stay on Task N N
Highlighter, Colored Pencil, etc. V Vv Accommodation
Individual Administration Vv Vv Resources
Magnifying Devices/Zoom v v
Minimize Distractions (e.g., stress ball, headphones, music) v v
Photocopying or Enlarging Non-secure Test Materials \
Place Marker/Guideline Vv Vv
Projection Devices v v
Read Aloud Writing Prompt to Student v v
Read Test Aloud to Self Vv Vv
Reading Assistance for Third Grade Math N N
Scratch Paper/Notes Tool/Sticky Notes v v
Signing Test Directions v v
Small Group v Vv
Translating Test Directions vV Vv
Typing Assistance for Fourth Grade Writing N
Designated Supports
Basic Transcribing v v
Braille/Refreshable Braille’ Vv v
Calculation Aids Vv v
Content and Language Supports Vs v
Extra Time Vv Vv
Individualized Structured Reminders N N
Large Print V
Manipulating Test Materials V Vv
Mathematics Manipulatives N N
Oral Administration/Text-to-Speech \ V*
Signed Administration/Signed Videos V v
Spelling Assistance Vv Vv
Supplemental Aids \J
Designated Supports Requiring TEA Approval
Complex Transcribing vV Vv
Extra Day vV v
Mathematics Scribe N N
Other vV Vv

* These features and supports are embedded within the online system. All other accommodations are administered independent of
the online system.

T Refreshable Braille is only available on English versions of grades 3-8 reading, grades 4 and 7 writing, English | EOC, English Il
EOC, grade 8 social studies, and U.S. History EOC.

§ Content and Language Supports are available on paper via approval of a special request.
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Considering Paper Versus Online

In addition to making decisions based upon individual need, due consideration should
be given to the mode in which an allowed or approved designated support is offered.
The mode of testing should not be documented in paperwork and can be determined
closer to testing once the student has been given the opportunity to practice online. For
instance, if a student requires a braille assessment in mathematics or science, then a
paper form must be used. However, screen reader support for a refreshable braille
display is available online for English versions of grades 3-8 reading, grades 4 and 7
writing, English | EOC, English Il EOC, grade 8 social studies, and U.S. History EOC as
an option for students. Some designated supports may require a student to take STAAR
in a certain mode. For instance, a student eligible for content and language supports
must take STAAR online, as these are embedded online supports. Paper versions of
these accommodations are only available to a small population of students who cannot
access technology and have a TEA-approved special administration form. Supplemental
aids are an example of another type of designated supports that can be used by eligible
students taking either an online or a paper test. These supports are provided locally to
individual students and are not embedded into the mode of testing.

The following sections highlight those accessibility features and designated supports
provided in the online system. For information about the remaining features and supports,
see the appropriate policy documents located on the Accommodation Resources
webpage.
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Online Accessibility Features NOTES

Accessibility features are available to all students taking STAAR on paper or online. Some
of these features are embedded in the online system, while others (e.g., individual
administration, general reminders to stay on task) are not. The following figures describe
the accessibility features embedded in the online system and provide their associated
icon. These features are available on all STAAR assessments (i.e., mathematics, reading,
writing, science, and social studies) and do not need to be activated in the online system.

Figure 1. Zoom Zoom eo0

The student can click / Pan

the Zoom icon at the
top of the screen to ™
enlarge or reduce the
size of the screen.

When the Zoomicon is
& S - activated, the student
can change the screen
size and use the arrows
Jr to move the screen.

Zoom 1.5x

Figure 2. Color
The student can click the
STAAR ocoy Question 1 of 54 Coloricon to select from (W& =@ = @ [

Color Pause Help Logout

A Tools = X B & 5| 12 different color »

Guideline  Eliminator Sticky Notes  Basic Calculator  Scientific C: Schemes wres  Pencil
lear | N Mark for Review E’

1. Red drum, which are fish found in the Gulf of Mexico, have a characteristic s
fron fin. Some of these fish, however, have mi . Inrare
instances, a red drum with no spot will be found. This difference in the number of
spots is an example of which aspect of natural selection?

A) Large numbers of offspring @ col
P Color

) Limited resourgas

c) Sudden envirc When a color

scheme is TEXT TEXT TEXT
) Inherited vari: JESIG GO

option will apply UGl | TEXT

to the screen for

the entire test. TEXT Default

The student may

change his or her

S_e|80ﬂ0ﬂ at any The Default button allows

time. the student to reset the
presentation back to the
original white background
with black text.

Select a color scheme by clicking on one of the buttons

« 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 ] 0 1M1 12 13 14 15 16 1> ( Back Review/End ]‘ Next )
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Figure 3. Guideline

NOTES
The Guideline tool helps a student focus

attention on specific lines of text.

QL

& Tool = =
h o Guideline  Eliminator  Sticky Notes Pencil
A Clear M Mark for Review Q
Read the selection and choose the best answer to each 14. Mary wants to add an idea to help
When the question. close the eighth paragraph
e (sentences 25-30). Which of the

Guideline icon Mary wrote the following story about a boy named Andy and his following sentences would be the

is activated. a imother, who had an interesting experience while driving down a most effective to add after

K ! lonely expanse of highway. They heard an ominous bumping sound 2 (6]
tinted b sentence 307?

Inted par land discovered a flat tire. Unfortunately, they didn’t know how to

appears at the change it even though they found the spare tire and the tire jack

ton of the der the floorboard of the car. Andy and his mother were nervous
p e they also had no cell phone reception to call for help. Suddenly,

screen. The la stNanger showed up out of nowhere and made the tire usable for

(») There was just nothing at all to

(® Andy’s mom continued to look

the gMeteful Andy and his mother. The stranger then disappeared as : ) - .
?r:l;dzntLgat;]ar suddenly as he had appeared. 0\ |nh(_e|very direction for guite 2
Vi while.
Read Mary’s story and think about ways she should revise it. When N
;Jhp antlj d?Wﬂ vou finish reading, answer the questions that follow. — -
Eiselection. If the student wants the guideline  [-2.5ire:
A Mysterious Helper to remain on one line, the lock Liper had

must be turned on. The student  fhe night.
(1) As Andy and his mother headed west, a lonely expanse must turn the lock off to move the

pavement stretched out in front of them. (2) A burnt-orange s T 0

was drawing closer to the horizon. (3) A blackbird passing ove gmdellne again.

wouldn’t have noticed anything wrong with the car. (4) Neither Andy

nor his mother noticed anything, either. (5) Therefore, they were v

1 2-8 9414 15-22 23.31

9 10 M1 12 13 (Back Review/End I‘ Next)

Figure 4. Highlight

ST%R Biology Question 1 of 54 ")) ")) Q @ o 0 E’
Speak Audio Zoom Color Pause Help Logout
— [ | |
N Tools = X = i [
Guideline Eliminator Sticky Notes Basic Calculator  Scientific Calculator  Graphing Calculator Punnett Squares  Pencil

Clear [N Mark for Review E/

have a characteristic spot just in
ultiple spots. In rare

1. Red drum, which are fish found in the Gulif of Mexic
front of the tail fin. Some of these fish, however, havi

instances, a red drum with no spot will be found. This di
ect of natural selection?

_._'_ Highlight / Erase Highlights 'n)) Speak

- S-arge numbers of offspring Clicking the Highlight icon in
To_ actllvate the ) Limited resources thg menu highlights the text.
Highlight feature, Clicking the highlighted text
”|]-e lftudent Wi|||| " (c) sudden envirenmental change an‘d choosing the Erase
click and scroll wit ® Inherited variation /-(/gh(/gh{s icon removes the
me {notusg to select highlighting.

e text. Once

specific text has
been selected, the

Highlight menu
appears.
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Figure 5. Pencil

NOTES
ST%R Bioldy Question 1 ot ¢ s!-”zk :u?in Z(:}m tﬁr Pﬂe Igp Lo[;:ul
A2 Tools = X = = = = e

Guideline Eliminator Sticky Notes Basic Calculatoer Scientific Calculator Graphing Calculator Punnett Squares | Pencil

Clear [ MariRor Review

1. Red drum, which are fish found in the Gulf of Mexico, have a characteristic spot just in

spots is an example of which aspect of natural selection?

The Penciltool allows a
student to make marks

® Limi © | % x i

B) Limited resources o O000O -8 x and annotations.
(©) Sudden environmental change \

(© Inherited variation

When the student activates
the Pencilicon, a menu of

options that allows students
to choose appears.

® Large numbers of offspring

Figure 6. Sticky Notes

The Sticky Notes tool allows a student to
make notes about what he or she is reading. YT
There is a 500-character count limit for each — ESSEFEGCINEELT

ST%R Grade 7 Wiiting  Question 1 of 31

. Tools = ; ~ ™ | sticky note. Many sticky notes can be
Guideline Sticky Notes | Writing Checklist . .
activated at the same time. Mark for Review | (7
~~p# & B|I U
WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Expository
1. READ the information in the box below. = R
A student can minimize the
| / Sticky Notes tool to keep it
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy -2 *=-=*-- from blocking the test
United States should set a goal of lan [ sticky Note Oeer QO content.
American on the moon by 1970. Afte

work and preparation, two Americans
the moon in 1969.

Clicking and dragging on

THINK carefully about the following stz the lower right-hand
Some people think it is easier to il Delete / corner 9f the St'?ky note
something if they set a goal in advance can resize the sticky

notes window.

WRITE an essay explaining why setting a goal is
important.

Once activated, the Sticky
Notes tool can be filled

foLats yOUT LR R0 . . with notes, and can be
organize and develop your explanation effectively .
choose your words carefully moved to different places

use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation, within a screen.

Be sure to —

Characters (0/1750)

1 | 27 814 | 1523 24-31

@ < Back Review/End I- Next >
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Online Designated Supports

Designated supports are available to students who meet the eligibility criteria as
determined and documented by the appropriate team of people at the local level. Some
of these supports are embedded in the online system, while others are not. More specific
information can be found in the individual policy documents on the Accommodation
Resources webpage.

Supports not embedded in the online system may be made available to students testing
online as well as to those testing on paper. The test administrator will provide the support
to the student on the day of the test. For instance, a student needing supplemental aids
will need to use the type of assistance he or she uses in the classroom (e.g., grade-
appropriate grammar and mechanics rules, mnemonic devices), as supplemental aids
are not embedded into the online system.

Some designated supports that are available to students taking a paper test are also
embedded online accommodations. For instance, a student needing reading support
can receive an oral/signed administration of the paper test booklet from the test
administrator or can take the test online using text-to-speech or ASL videos.

Content and language supports are available only as embedded online accommodations.
In order to receive these supports, a student must test online. The delivery of an online
assessment offers an opportunity to provide these types of supports in a standardized
way to students who use similar accommodations in the classroom and find this type of
assessment to be the most appropriate and accessible for them. Content and language
supports have accommodations in the form of pop-ups, rollovers, supplementary
materials, and prereading text. These supports are only applied to particular selections
and test questions based on expert judgments about which supports are likely to make a
question more accessible to students.

The following figures describe only those designated supports embedded in the online
testing system.
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Clicking on the Basic Calculatoricon
will open a calculator that can be NOTES
placed anywhere on the screen.

Figure 7. Basic calculator

STM\R o e Question 2 of 42 Q ® 0 © b

Grade 8 Science No PNP

2 Tools X B il il = =
!

Eliminator  Sticky Notes Formulas Periodic Table | Basic G ientific C: Graphing C. Pencil

B ciear M mark for Review [#

Zoom Color Pause Help  Logout

€35 is correct?

in a nebula.
ain-sequence stars when they gain mass.
hat can absorb black holes.

re formed by comets.

o ﬂ - ~— Basic Calculator is a four-function

calculator that the student can use to
help with math calculation.

Figure 8. Text-to-speech (available in English and Spanish)

When the student selects a .
specific group of text, a The student can click the ;r;zisotlijg;?ttg%npg::cak the
menu appears. The selected Speakicon to open a panel panel of audio controls
text is read aloud when the of audio controls including including the volume
student clicks the Speak icon the Play button and the and speaking rate

in this menu. Click Word button. ’

STMR Biology Question 1 of 54 "» ")) Q B o e I:"

Speak Audio Zoom Color Pause Help Logout

] = [ | |
3¢ Tools X i & s
Graphing Calculator Punnett Squares Pencil

Clear [ Mark for Review E’

Red drum, which afg fish found in the Gulf of Mexico, have a characteristic spot just in
front of th il fin. Sgme of these fish, however, have multiple spots. In rare

instances, a red dru

1.

will be found. This difference in the number of
t of natural selection?

i Highlight Erase Highlights ’:;‘; Speak

(#) Large numbers of offspring 4))) Audio Settings (=Y x]

Volume

When the Play button is activated, the
question and answer choices are ange
highlighted as they are read aloud in their \

entirety or until the student stops playback. RS

Speaking Rate
The student can

increase or decrease
the volume of the
Use System Volume for Voice Volumd  audio by mOVing the

» R @

Play Stop | Click Word

Normal

Volume slider.
The rate at which the audio
g 5 . Close 0
The Click Word button is read can be increased or
allows the student to hear decreased by moving the
only one word at a time. Speaking Rate slider.
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Figure 9. Signed Videos (available in English)

STAAR  Guest Question 1 of 1 R} ® 0 P

Zoom Color Help Logout
X Tools

BYclear M Mark for Revle

1. Margaret opened a new case of lightbulbs.

« The case contained 3 boxes of lightbulbs with 8 lightbulbs in each box.
« Margaret threw 2 of these lightbulbs in the trash because they were damaged.
« Then she took 7 of the lightbulbs out of the case.

Which expression can be used to show that there are 15 lightbulbs still in the case?

A 3x8—-2+7 ASL will be present in the
5 (827 upper right corner of a

B SR question when this PNP
9 3x8—(2+7) is chosen for a STAAR

) assessment.

D 3+8-2+7

Standard

@ Review/End I~ Next )

STAAR Guest Question 1 of 1 R ® 06 P

Zoom Color Help Logout
X Tools

B)ciear M Mark for Review ASL

1. Mgt Sign Language Video Q Q

amaged.

ASL videos will allow students to play, rewind, and
fast forward signed videos. Specific chapters, or
parts of the question, are marked by dots that
appear along the video track. These dots, or
chapters, will allow students to go back and
review specific parts of the video (e.g., answer
choice) as needed.

- Closed-captioning (CC)
— ’ +— and replay buttons are

Margaret threw 2 of these lightbulbs in the trash p.rowded as part of the
video screen.

Standard

@ Review/End |~ Next )
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Figure 10. Pop-ups (available in English and Spanish) NOTES

STAAR us Hstory Question1ores "»H O § @ 0 ©

Speak Audio Zoom Color Pause Help Logout

}‘; Tools E x ﬁ @
Guideline Eliminator  Sticky Notes  Pencil
When a pop-up is clicked, a
1. window appears above or below
The Puritans founded the the dotted underline or dotted
Massachusetts Bay Colony to box. Clicking the “X” closes the

i escape: persecution.

Pop-up window.

%)

©) made to leave

Roger Williams was

b

was expelled fromi the
Massachusetts

Bay Colony and formed
a new colony that did
not have a state
church.

T ®) approval in colonial America that are related to —

“| For students who have text-to-speech as an embedded I L < Back | ReviewkEnd M Next )
— | support, the Speak icon will appear in all pop-ups. The
student can click the Speak icon to hear the text in the
pop-up read aloud. (Note: text-to-speech may not be able to
read aloud some text, such as labels, that render as art.)

Figure 11. Rollovers (available in English and Spanish)

STMR Grade 3 Mathematics Question 1 of 3 "')) "')) Q @ 0 0 ["

Speak Audio Zoom Color Pause Help Logout

S Tools = = iy L L N
Guideline  Sticky Notes  Conversions Customary Ruler  Metric Ruler  Graph Paper Pencil

B)ciear N Mark for Review | [#

1. Gilbert had a total of 85 CDs to put in stacks. He put 27 CDs in one stack
and 39 CDs in a second stack. How many CDs did Gilbert have left to put i
stacks?

Record your answer. Be sure to use the correct place value.

Clicking the Rollovericon
when the small arrow is
pointing towards words or
phrases opens a rollover.
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STM\R Grade 3 Mathematics Question 1 of 3 ")) 4 ’)) Q S 0 0 ["
X Tools = = iy _— e N

Guideline  Sticky Notes Conversions Customary Ruler Metric Ruler Graph Pagfr Pencil

Audio Zoom Color  Pause Help Logout

Clear N Mark for Review C/:

Gilbert had a total of 85 CDs to put in stggks.

* He put 27 CDs in one stack.

* He put 39 CDs in a second stack.

How many CDs did Gilbert have lefi/fo put in stacks?

Record your answer. Be sure to%e the correct place value.

For students who have text-to-speech as an embedded support, text in the
rollover can be read aloud. The student can click the Speak icon at the top of
the screen to open the audio controls. When the Play button is activated, the
student can hear the entire question and answer choice, including text in the
L rollover, read aloud. (Note: text-to-speech may not be able to read aloud some
text, such as labels, that render as art.)

A rollover covers the
original text. Clicking
the Rollovericon
again closes the
rollover.

Figure 13. Additional Supports (available in English and Spanish)

ST%R Grade 4 Writing  Question 8 of 19 L.2) ")) Q @®@ 0 0 D
Speak Audio Zoom Color Pause Help Logout
& = X B
% Tools Guideline  Eliminator  Sticky Notes  Pencil

A Clear N Mark for Review | [#
Read the selection and choose the best answer to @
each question.
Roxanne has wanted a dog for a very long time. She thinks 8. Wh change should be made
owning a dog will help her grow up, encourage her to in seftence 2?
exercise, and give her a best friend. Roxanne has written
this paper for school, but she hopes she can also use it to (® Chakge Dad to dad

persuade her parents to let her have a dog.

. ® Deletd the comma
Read Roxanne’s paper and think about how she needs to = ‘owwwwrssssee

correct it. Then answer the questions that follow.

1

(© Changd\too much to to
much

© Insert qktation marks at
the end ofkhe sentence
\

For students who have text-to-
speech as an embedded support,
the Do Not Read icon indicates to
the student that text-to-speech is
not available for that portion of

P & v the assessment. This icon will
appear on reading selections,
2 041 49 g1 ( editing selections, and editing
— Prereading text prior to reading and writing selections is a content test questions since reading
and language support. For students who also have text-to-speech aloud these portions of the test is
as an embedded support, prereading text can be read aloud by NOT allowed.
text-to-speech using the Speak icon.
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Figure 14. Spelling Assistance and Supplementary Materials
(available in English and Spanish)

NOTES

Supplementary materials are content and language

STAAR  Grace 7wrting qusstion 1 or a1 supports. Thelstudent can click on the icon for the
- — B — 2 writing checklist and use as needed. Punnett Squares
x fools Guizline Sticky r:ntes Writingl?hecklist Pencil are aVaiIable for the blOlOgy teSt-

Suggestions () ark for Review G/

accomplish
WRITTEN COMPOSITION: Expository

It is easier to a acomplish a goal in advan¥g

1. READ the information in the box below. because

Clicking on the
In 1961, President John F. Kennedy said that the suggested words
United States should set a goal of landing an ill replace the
American on the moon by 1970. After much hard F d h will rep

. A or students who are :
work and preparation, two Americans landed on . . misspelled word.
the moon in 1969. G|Ig|b|€ for Spe”mg
assistance as an embedded
THINK carefully about the following statement. support, a red underline

will show below words that
are misspelled within the
open response entry

Some people think it is easier to accomplish
something if they set a goal in

WRITE an essay explaining why setting a goal is section. The student can

i rtant. q q

mpertan click the underlined word

Be sure to — to see suggestions for

clearly state your controlling idea replacaments.

organize and develop your explanation effectively

choose your words carefully | Characters (43/1750)

use correct spelling, capitalization, punctuation,

1 | 27 814 | 1523 24-31

@ < Back Review/End P Next )
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Figure 15. Refreshable Braille (available on English versions of grades 3-8 reading,
grades 4 and 7 writing, English | EOC, English Il EOC, grade 8 social studies, and
U.S. History EOC only)

NOTES

Test Information and JAWS Help

Prior to beginning a test using a
About This Test \ refreshable braille display, a
JAWS Help screen is provided to

orient the test taker to the
The test content is divided into several regions. You may come regiOnS Within the test
across the following regions: :

Page Structure

« A "main" region, which indicates the start of the main content.
« A "Reference" region, which includes a reading passage.

« A "Directions" region, which gives you instructions for answering
the questions.

« A "Highlight" region, which presents highlighted text in the
passage. You must press the "Turn Highlights On" button in the
"Passage Announcements" toolbar to activate this region.

« An "Orientation" regi
question.

%, Tools

« A "Question" region,
« A "Response" region,

+ A "Your Selections” r{  Read the two selections. Click on the tab to see the other
within the passage ¢  gelection. Then answer the questions that follow.

A s iimmbi;mtl o miom)

Hunger for Books

Streamlined items are optimized
by Scott Russell Sanders for braille readers with all

I visited the library once a week, first with my mother, and then, when e|ement3 d|splayed in a Smgle
Sandra learned to drive, with my sister, and eventually on my own. / column and frame. This

Early on, I chose my weekly reading downstairs, where the children’s minimizes navigation and

books called to me from the midst of banners, mobiles, stuffed animals, . . -

and model dinosaurs. Perhaps because of those models, at first I CUStom reg|0ns WhICh ald n
imagined that all of these books had been made ages ago, like fossils, navigation and comprehension.

and that all of the people who wrote them had long since died, and that

authors, like dinosaurs, were now extinct.

Then on one of my visits I noticed a shelf labeled "New Books.” Curious,

9, Tools
Grande Valley to help improve N help residents of
literacy in the area. low-income neighborhoods

by building them libraries.

] [Review/End |~ Next )

Use “Hunger for Books” to answer the following question.
2. The author uses descriptive examples in paragraph 4 to —
(A) emphasize that libraries contain many types of books

(8) differentiate between childhood expectations and adult
experiences

(© illustrate the power that books have to expand the imagination

(©) reflect on the ways that libraries have changed over the years

Clear [ Mark for Review

Use “The Low-Tech Appeal of Little Free Libraries” to answer the
following question.

i 2-4 58 9

@ 3 4 ( Back Review/End P Next )
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Accommodation Guidelines NOTES

The Accommodation Guidelines specify how STAAR selections and test questions are
accommodated for content and language supports. Accommodations are done in a

standardized manner while maintaining the integrity of the knowledge and skills being ww

assessed. —W-
Accommodation

Content and Language Supports Resources

These designated supports, in the form of pop-ups, rollovers, prereading text, and
supplementary materials, are available on STAAR and STAAR Spanish online tests only.
(They are not available for Algebra Il or English 1ll.) Although STAAR Spanish uses the
same guidelines for Content and Language Supports as the English version of STAAR,
some of the accommodations in the pop-ups and rollovers may not be identical due to
linguistic differences.

Pop-ups:

m isolate specific information in a question that corresponds to each answer choice

m isolate specific text or information in a selection that is referenced in the question
or answer choices

m isolate specific information in a graphic or list that is referenced in the question
m define literary terms

m apply an allowable supplemental aid (e.g., graphic organizer, place-value chart,
t-chart, graphic of scientific concept, timeline, map) to specific questions or
answer choices

m include the formula from the grade-specific Reference Materials when the
question specifies the measure or conversion to be performed

m direct student attention to parts of the grade-specific Reference Materials
m provide clarifying information for a graphic organizer, political cartoon, or map

m provide a visual representation in the selection, question, answer choices, or in
the writing prompt by adding graphics, photographs, or animations

m define or clarify construct-irrelevant words, phrases, and sentences using plain
language, synonyms, definitions, examples, and consistent language

Rollovers:

m bullet or separate steps in a process (e.g., multi-step problem, sequence of events)
m reword complex questions or answer choices to condense text
m reorganize and simplify historical excerpts

Prereads:

m offer text prior to the selection (for grades 3-8 reading, grades 4 and 7 writing,
English I, and English Il only)
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Supplementary Materials:

m blank Punnett squares (Biology only)

m writing checklists (for grade 4 English and Spanish writing, grade 7 writing,
English I, and English 1l only)

Classroom Accommodations and the Link to Content
and Language Supports

The use of accommodations occurs primarily during classroom instruction as educators
use various instructional strategies to meet the individual needs of each student, thus
allowing each student to maximize his or her academic potential. Content and language
supports available online on STAAR offer opportunities for students to meaningfully
access the required state assessment.

TEA policies indicate that decisions about designated supports used during a statewide
assessment should

®m  be made on an individual basis,
m  consider the needs of the student, and

®  Dbe routinely used during classroom instruction and testing.

Although it is unlikely that students will routinely use the computer-based content and
language supports during classroom instruction, they may use variations of them as
illustrated in the table on the next page. This list is not exhaustive; it includes examples of
classroom accommodations that may correspond to the embedded online content and
language supports on STAAR.

Educators, parents, and students must understand that accommodations provided
during classroom instruction and testing might differ from designated supports allowed
for use on state assessments. Instruction comes first and can be customized to meet the
needs of each student. Unlike instruction, state assessments are standardized to provide
a reliable comparison of outcomes across all test takers. Certain accommodations used
in the classroom would invalidate the content being assessed or compromise the security
and integrity of the state assessment. For this reason, not all accommodations suitable
for instruction are allowed during the state assessments. However, the policies for
accessibility on state assessments do not limit an educator’s ability to develop
individualized materials and techniques to facilitate student learning.

In order to make accommodation decisions for students, educators should have
knowledge of the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) and how a student
performs in relation to them. Educators should also collect and analyze data pertaining
to the use and effectiveness of accommodations (e.g., assignment/test scores with and
without the accommodation, observational reports) so that informed educational
decisions can be made for each student. By analyzing data, an educator can determine
whether the accommodation becomes inappropriate or unnecessary over time due to
the student’s age or changing needs. Likewise, data can confirm for the educator that
the student still struggles in certain areas and should continue to use the accommodation.
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Classroom Accommodations Examples that Link to STAAR Content and Language Supports

The teacher introduces a new book to a struggling reader prior to reading it aloud or independent reading. The
topics discussed might include major concepts, difficult words, setting, characters, or prior knowledge of the
subject.

NOTES

Using a dictionary or thesaurus, the teacher points out the meaning or synonym of a word.

The teacher isolates specific information to focus the student on the core concept being taught.

The teacher acts out or has the students role-play newly introduced vocabulary or difficult concepts.

The teacher simplifies difficult vocabulary and then reformats complex word problems by bulleting or spacing out
each step required to solve the problem.

The teacher provides the student with a specific supplemental aid (e.g., chart, table, graph, checklist, map,
timeline) applicable to the question being posed, the assignment, or the task.

The teacher provides the formula(s) that is needed to solve a problem.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to identify people and/or places.

The teacher provides visual aids (e.g., demonstrations, photographs, art) to define or clarify vocabulary.

During classroom discussions, the teacher clarifies or rewords complex text or questions using simpler language.

The teacher directs the student (e.g., highlight, bold, point to, flag the information) to the specific part(s) of the
selection, diagram, map, or figure that is being discussed.

The teacher presents parts of a complex concept one at a time.
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Special Situations for Content and Language
Supports

Because content and language supports are embedded accommodations presented in
an online format, replicating these features in a paper or braille version is not always
possible. Technology-based supports enable most students to test online; however, in
instances in which the use of a support is not feasible or appropriate, or if the
administration of an online test is inappropriate due to a student’s particular disability, a
special request may be made to TEA for approval to administer a paper test booklet. The
paper administration request document can be found in the Prepare for Paper
Administrations section of the Coordinator Resources.

For students who take a braille test, including students who use screen reader support
for refreshable braille displays, and are also eligible for Content and Language Supports,
a request for a paper version of STAAR with embedded supports should be submitted to
TEA for approval. Once materials are received, the test administrator will use the
embedded braille instructions in the tables and supports in the Paper Administration
Guide to provide access to the content and accommodations in the specific test being
administered. The guide will provide the following information: picture descriptions of
content and language support images and graphics (e.g., charts, tables, graphs) that
may be reproduced for accessibility (e.g., brailling graphics, pairing graphics with tactile
symbols, texts, or objects, enlarging or projecting).

Deaf or hard-of-hearing students eligible for oral/signed administrations and content and
language supports need to take STAAR online to access these embedded supports.
However, since these students are unable to access the text-to-speech function, a signed
administration is allowed for those parts of the test that can be read aloud. ASL videos
are offered as an online option for a signed administration. ASL videos allow a student to
independently select and change the level of signing support during the test
administration. However, it is important to note that ASL videos are only available for test
questions and revising passages in English, and are not offered on Spanish tests or for
content and language supports (i.e., pop-ups and rollovers). In these instances, the test
administrator may sign test content in the same way as they do for paper tests. Test
administrators should be trained using the Oral/Signed Administration Guidelines and
also read the specific guidelines for signing test content included in the General
Instructions for Administering State Assessments to Students Who are Deaf or Hard of
Hearing document. Both of these documents are located on TEA's Accommodation
Resources webpage. In addition, proctor codes will be available to district testing
coordinators in the Assessment Management System to download and distribute to test
administrators providing a signed administration of an online STAAR test.
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Planning for Testing NOTES

Careful review of the state accessibility policy is required so that students receive only
those accessibility features and designated supports that are allowed or approved by
TEA for use on state assessments. Testing coordinators, test administrators, and other ww
campus personnel involved in state testing must consider the following questions related =R=
to ensuring accessibility for students on test day.

STAAR

i i ibili i ?
m Which students receive accessibility features or designated supports on test day” Reloased Tests

m What special arrangements need to be considered for students who will use
accessibility features and designated supports on test day? For example, Online Testing
ensuring that calculators and other equipment have sufficient batteries or Technology
choosing separate settings for students who use certain supports requires
advance planning.

m What staff training is needed to properly provide certain designated supports? For
instance, transcribing a student’s response onto an answer document or
providing an oral/signed administration of a paper test requires advance training.

m What campus and district procedures are in place to ensure test security,
especially if the student is using technology as a support? Please refer to the
Technology Guidelines page in the Policy Highlights section of the Coordinator
Resources.

m \What procedure is in place and who is responsible for recording designated
supports on the answer document or in the Assessment Management System for
online tests?

m Have students taking STAAR online had the opportunity to practice interacting
with the tools and features in the online testing system? It is important that
students have used the online tutorials and released tests to become familiar with
selecting answers, using the online tools, moving through the test, submitting the
test, etc.

m What special arrangements need to be considered for students taking different
versions of STAAR with different designated supports? For example, should
students taking STAAR online without designated supports be grouped with
students taking STAAR online with designated supports? Should students taking
STAAR on paper and STAAR online be grouped together?

m Are computers prepared for online testing according to the STAAR Online Testing
Platform Technology Guide available online at
www.TexasAssessment.com/technology/?

m [f your students are using the refreshable braille embedded online support, are
the computers prepared for online testing according to the STAAR Online Testing
Platform Technology Guide available online at www.TexasAssessment.com/
technology/?

For additional information, contact the TEA's Student Assessment Division at 512-463-9536
or assessment.specialpopulations@tea.texas.gov.
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